


Am I eligible to attend although I am not presenting?
Both doctors and students are encouraged to attend the conference even if they are not presenting. You are eligible 
to attend if you meet one of the following criteria:

1.  A Junior Doctor – you are classified as this if, at the time of attending, you are a Foundation Year 1 or Year 2 doctor. 
If you are working outside the United Kingdom, taking into account the differences in medical training, you need to 
have graduated from medical school within the last two years. You are eligible to attend if you have just started your 
core training in August since this falls within the 90 days we allow for transition of jobs

or
2.  Medical Student in a recognised Medical University in any part of the world

or
3.  Medical Student registered with a recognised Medical University but taking time-off the programme to spend 
dedicated time in research (e.g., working towards a MPhil, PhD or writing up a thesis/dissertation)

or
4.  Science student in a recognised University in any part of the world planning to pursue a career in Medicine.

How many oral presentations will there be in total?
There will be a total of 90 oral presentations, sub-divided into the following categories:
•  Basic Science and Clinical Research (including laboratory and clinical studies) – 30
•  Clinical and Direct Patient-related Work (including interesting and unique cases, case series, and the design of      
     medical devices/products) – 30
•  Clinical Audit and Service Evaluation - 30

How long is each oral presentation?
The presentation will be for five minutes with one minute for questions.

How many posters will be accepted for presentation?
A total of 30 posters will be accepted for presentation. There will be a dedicated time slot for poster presentations on 
the day. 

Can my colleague and I be first authors in the submitted abstract?
We will accept work where there are two first authors or co-authors. However, to reflect this arrangement in the 
abstract you will be required to submit documentation from your supervisor/consultant confirming that both authors 
contributed to the work in equal measure. This document could be a letter (scanned copy) or an e-mail send by your 
supervisor/consultant from a University/Hospital/NHS account.

Can my colleague and I do the oral presentation together?
Although we will agree for two first authors in the submitted abstract (subject to providing the document as 
mentioned above), only one person will be allowed to do the presentation on the day. Your colleague can however 
be involved in taking questions from the audience or the judges in the capacity of co-author of the work.

Will I receive a certificate?
You will receive a ‘Certificate of Oral/Poster Presentation’ on the day or a ‘Certificate of Attendance’ if you are a 
passive delegate. If the print copy is not available on the day, we will either post it to you later or mail you the 
certificate as a PDF document.
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Can my colleague and I receive ‘Certificate of Presentation’ if we do an oral or poster presentation together?
Although we will agree for two first authors in the submitted abstract (subject to providing the document as 
mentioned above), only one person will be allowed to do the presentation on the day and thus only one certificate 
will be provided for each presentation.

Will I be able to include videos in my presentation?
Yes, you will be able to include video(s) in your presentation; however, it must not result in your presentation going 
over the time limit (five minutes). The video, preferably in AVI or MPEG formats, must be compatible with our 
computer operating system (Windows). May we politely point out that it is your responsibility to ensure that any 
additional media you use works (plays) on the day of the conference. Should you include a video in your presentation, 
you are required to email your presentation and your video file to the organisers by the 4th of August (Sunday) 2013.

I have presented my work elsewhere. Can I still submit my abstract?
It is acceptable if your work has been presented at a local, hospital or regional meeting or conference. However, it 
should not have been previously presented in another National or International conference.

I have already published my work. Can I still submit my abstract?
We will accept abstracts/work that has been published in a hospital newsletter/local magazine or is being considered 
for publication in an indexed medical or scientific journal. The work should not have been published in an indexed 
medical or scientific journal, either in hard copy or electronic form, at the time of presentation at the conference.

Will my work get published?
All abstracts accepted for oral and poster presentations will be published in the World Journal of Medical Education 
and Research (www.wjmer.co.uk). The “Grand Prize” Winner will be offered the opportunity to publish his or her full 
paper in the aforementioned journal.

Is there any recognition for a good presentation and/or are there prizes?
There will be a variety of prestigious prizes on offer that will be awarded to the best presentations on the day. 
Presentations will be judged in terms of the delivery of the presentation and of the potential impact the work has had 
or will have on patient care and clinical practice. The best oral presentation across the categories will be awarded the 
‘Doctors Academy – University of Sheffield’ Award that includes a cash prize of £200 as well as a number of other 
attractive rewards. Please read our guidance on delivering oral and poster presentations.

When do I need to register for the conference?
If your work is accepted for either an oral or poster presentation, you will need to register for the conference by 23.59 
hours 10th June 2013 (Monday) at the very latest in order to secure your place at the conference and to present your 
work. If you want to only attend the conference (i.e., a non-presenting delegate), you will need to register by 23.59 
hours ¬¬29th July 2013 (Monday).

I need a visa to enter the UK. Will you provide any assistance?
Once you have registered & paid for the conference, we will provide a letter acknowledging that you have registered 
to attend the conference. You can submit this acceptance letter along with other relevant documentation at the 
British High Commission in your city to obtain the visa. We strongly advise International delegates to prepare for their 
visas well in advance and contact relevant bodies for information on the requirements of visa application. For more 
details, please visit the website of the British Government: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/index.htm
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I have submitted an abstract. What will happen to it, and how will it be 
assessed? 
In order to select the very best submissions from the competitive cohort 
received and to ensure fairness to all candidates, Doctors Academy has in 
place rigorous procedures governing the assessment of all abstracts submitted 
to the conference. Each abstract is anonymised before being sent to separate 
external judges working independently to ensure fairness in their scoring. 
These judges work according to a set of stringent marking criteria considering 
each submission in terms of factors including methodology, originality, as well 
as impact on clinical practice. These marking criteria are set by Doctors 
Academy and are applied to all abstracts. After the committee receives marks 
from the abstract judges, a second round of judging takes place where the 
entire cohort is scrutinised individually by the  editorial board of Doctors 
Academy to ensure both concordance with the external judges, & that the 
marking criteria have been correctly applied. 

Considerations such as submissions being made in the correct format are then 
made after which final marks are verified. Offers of oral & poster presentation 
are made on the basis of both the final scores both rounds of judging, as well 
as the preferences indicated by candidates on their submission form.

The decision is then sent to the organising committee who reassign the names 
of authors back to the anonymised abstracts before contacting the successful 
authors.

You will be informed by the 28th of May (Monday) as to whether your 
abstract is successful or not.
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